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He already was а wealthy young man. 
In the same way that William Gates would 
laler provide a missing part for ІВМ compulers, 
Edison had previously played an important 
role in the development of Bells telephone! 
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But Edison's most baleful source of woe came along almost 
exactly 100 years ago in the form of Emile Berliner! There was 
no room for compromise in Edisons mind--cylinders were what 


the phonograph was all about. But Berliner with these goddamn 


The bitterest pill of all that Edison had to swallow mustve 
been the knowledge that, at the time he was might The fact is, 
pre-World Маг! cylinders and their players give a better sound; 


louder, clearer, than their disc contemporaries! 
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Flat discs-"plates’as they were then called- had different ideas, 





As Japanese auto excutives found out during vists to America 
in the late 19505 the people will take your invention and run with it! 


It is unacceptable! That fellow 
is using our truck for commuting Ёс 
not for deliveries and light con- /-- SS 
struction as intended.’ 


Exports of these 
small trucks меге 
actually cut back 
when it was found 





The Edison Company kept at it, making machines and cylin- 
ders for an ever-duindling group of hard-core users, but 
by 1929 the towel was thrown in. Thomas Edison had lived 








The cylinder was done in by perceptions of a 
different sort, perceptions shaped by advertising! 
And a large amout of this advertising centered 
around a single simple yet powerful image! 
DAN: 


29 N Nipper! In front : 
: NW ofa phonograph! | 
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The image got out to the big public long after Francis Barraud, 
а 36 vase ald London artist Shared a Painting of his dog sit- 
ting in front of a dull, black 


Barraud took the painting down the road to the 


Edison cylinder phonograph‘lt | European headquarters of the Berliner company 


was sound, as far as compositions go,and yet somehow it did where they not only lent him the hom required, but 
offered to buy the painting--provided that he 
change the Edison machine to one of their dise players! 


not work. A friend offered some constructive. criticism... 


| dunno Fran;it just seems а little too 
си could make the horn shiny! 








By 1901, Edison's cylinders were on their 
way оиЁ,оп the same road to oblivion that 
"Bela" format video tape was to latertravel! 


The rest,as they say,is history..Francis Barraud 
spent the rest of his life painting knockoffs of His 
Masters 6:7٥7 Nipper died in 1845 and was 


belatedly honored 54 years later with a fancy 
plaque over his grave... 
n B&R’ > 





Discs were on a roll’ After 
winning a legal victory, Berliner 
changed its name to Viclor; фог 
was bought by RCA in 1929;RCA 
was later bought by General 
Electric... corporate structures 
changed, but the dog remained 
the same-at least until the 80 
when Nipper was reintroduced 
sans phonograph,with his lil 
pup pal C Bipper! 
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іп the case of the early years of videotape for the home,in- 
stead of discs and cylinders, it was VHS vs.SonysBeta format. A 
major issue at the time was porn on video, something Sony was philo- 


sophically opposed to! [Ls hard to believe now but at one time 
there were some people who thoug 


e 






„гапа Í can assure you that the Sony 
Corporation will never allow the use of 
its new Beta format 

videotape by 
pornographer! d 














Beta, of course,went down in flames!Sony failed to take in 
to account the West's passion for рогп,ог the eagerness 
of so many couples to record their sexual congeries! 


Goddamm i£ / The kids 


mustve gotten Syrup or 
some thing in here // 





(Sventually Edison acquiesced and began producing discs and disc phonographs, But 
instead of laying the sound in the grooves in a Flat, back and forth way as in Не Berliner 
method still in use in todays phonographs (fig.a) Edison stubbornly stuck with the kill 
dale method that he invented along with the cylinder (бө 0) any runner 
about Some of the problems with hill For Edison,it ment one-sided records 3 full ۸ inch thick! 









The Edison name on discs did little to slow 
the decline in the phonograph industry. On 
the 50% anniversary of his invention, Edison re- 
peated those immortal first words, Prophet- 


ically, this was broadcast on radio. 












Those words of Edison’s,first shouted in 1877, were a precursor to his lame approach to recording.’ Не did not understand music, 
and those who bought the simple,vapid works on the Edison label wore their lack of intelligence almost like a badge of pride/Inthe end, 


his invention got away from him because -as computer companies today such as Microsoft are beginning to realize-a medium needs а message: 


In Edison's case,his lack of taste was exacerbated by the fact that,from childhood on, he was almost totally deaf! 
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Despite the existence of a Change hurts alot Even when the phonograph was first 

Joyal core of cylinder buyers introduced, there were music lovers who could not bear it! 
in the Deep South, it was “Thats nat real music! they insisted All those people are now 
all over for the Edison label dead & forgotten while everybody еве is up here having fun! 


by 1929.The whole industry was 
in-turmoil ;people were putting 
their Victrolas in their attics; 
sales dropped from 104 million 
in 1927 to a mere 6 million 
in 1931.Cdison himself couldnt 
even go into a darkened theater 
and enjay one of his few pleasures 
apart from work апутоге-- 
like other deaf people he 
was totally shut out from this 


new talking picture radioera! == 
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HAVE JUST DISCOVERED 
SOMETHING ODD IN THEIR 
NEW ۹ 
BACKYARD... 


| DON’T GET ІТ. 
HOW DID THAT 
HAPPEN? 


BY TED STEARN 
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КЪТ [WHERE 15 THAT 
^c | CHICKEN! | MUST 
SPEAK TO THAT 
CHICKEN! 
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THIS IS PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 
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Z W | | was ONLY | YOU KNOW, DEAR- 





POH MAYBE You 
WERE RIGHT X 
ABOUT THESE 5 
CONVICT SLAVES 























EXCUSE ME’) | WELL! WHATEVER YOU \ MUST GET TO 
IAMA ARE, 1 WILL BE SURE ТО Ë WORK. KEEP АМ 
ROOSTER, Мот | | HAVE YOU SKEWERED AND) ДС EYE ON THOSE 
А CHICKEN?) | ROASTED OVER, 
: OPEN FIRE— 
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HELP PULL 
THE TAFFY, 
THIS Lë MY 
GRANDMA's 
YOU 
KNOW... 


RECIPE, 


PULLED IT 
TOO LONG 
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$ YOU SEE... 


» SO THIS WILL MAKE IT NICE 
OOH/ DON'T LET IT 


AND SMOOTH AND CHEWY — 


YES, WELL, WE PICK IT UP 


LIKE THI 
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BUILD A DEVICE 
WHICH WILL GET 
4 RID OF THAT 
THING IN YOUR 

YARD, .. BUT | 


ALRIGHT 


شب 
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How ABOUT IF YOU LET ME 


“| USE FUZZ HERE 
ABOUT YOU HAVING THE 
HOTS FOR A STUFFED 


WON'T SAY ANYTHING 
ANIMAL, HMM 2 
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HIS MASTER 
CHALLENGE 
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CONTINUED... 
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— Añ) new 
Fiendish £rolics 
esritten бс illustrated by 


Richard Sala 












everywhere — 
or order by = 
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EditorKim Thompson 
|. Art Director 
| Peppy White 
Cover Kim Deitch 
Back Cover 
Rick Altergott 
Front cover coloring 
executed by 
Ai Columbia 
Contributing Cartoonists 
_ (present) David Collier, 
Kim Deitch, Bob. 
: Fingerman & 
` Th. Metzger, Glenn 
Head, Penny Moran Van 
Horn. Richard Sala, Ted 
Stearn, Skip Williamson 
Contributing Cartoonists 
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Charles Burns, Dan 
Clowes, Al Columbia, 
Dame Darcy, Mike 
Diana, Michael Dougan, 
Mary Fleener, Drew 
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Georgarakis, 
Justin Green, Bill 
Griffith, Sam 
Henderson, Gilbert 
Hernandez, David 
Holzman, Jeff Johnson, 
Kaz, Mats!?, David 
Mazzucchelli, Pat 
Morierity, Mark 
Newgarden, Archer 
Prewitt, Frank Stack, 
Henriette Valium, Chris 
Ware, Mack White, J.R. 
Williams, Jim Woodring 
Promotion Chris Jacobs, 
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Circulation Matt Counts, 
Kitty Ireland 


Да See. а” 
5. PRINTED IN 


AZEROZEROWELCOMEFROMONEKIMTOANOTHER... 


“I'm not a religious person — but art is my religion. It's what keeps me going. It’s important to me. I’ve let 
a lot of other things go because of it. But it's what livin’ is to me. | won't feel bad when my time comes to ' 
die because І feel like I'm creating a body of work, and if it's good enough, maybe it'll live beyond me. It’s 
an expression, a form of life in itself." —KIM DEITCH 


Ah, Deitch fans, you thought he'd forgotten, didn't you? Way, way back in 1989, K.D. had 
wrapped up his two-issue serial SHADOWLAND, a grisly, horrific, and disturbing yarn about 
the life апа times of young Al Ledicker, with а deus-ex-machina appearance by the previ- 
ously comatose Ledicker Senior, "Doc." As the story drew to a close, Doc vanished down a 
tunnel dug by the bizarre, gnomish "Grey Ones," leaving Al (and the readers) to puzzle about 
what it all meant—not least the mystery surrounding the lovely orphan and future movie star 
Molly O'Dare, who was somehow tangled up In all of this. Not content with tantalizing 
readers just a little; Deitch tacked on a bewildering two-page sequence (titled "Walla Walla") 
that showed Molly on a South Seas island with a group of dancing pygmies. (He also teased 
readers with yet another "preview" of this story-to-come in BLAB!) What did it all mean? 
Would we ever know? 


Well, you're about to find out, as Deitch returns to Molly, Doc Ledicker, and the "Grey Ones" 
with "The Strange Secret of Molly O'Dare." "Strange Secret" will be serialized in this and the 
next two issues of ZERO ZERO, finally resolving what is actually the fourth novel-length 
Deitch saga concocted within the last ten or eleven years. (The other three being the two 
L.A. Reader-published weekly serials "HOLLYWOODLAND" [1984] and “ል SHROUD FOR 
WALDO” [1990], and the elaborate biography of Waldo and his creator, or сһаппеіег; Ted 
Mishkin that wove its vvay through RAW. magazine, PICTOPIA, THE MISHKIN FILE, and the 
WALDOWORLD mini-series during most of the early '90s.) 


Four big Kim Deitch stories in а decade—what have we done to deserve such a bounty? 


As you may have surmised by now, | በገ an untegenerate, unapologetic Kim Deitch fan, and | 
had decided to take this page to explain in just a few words what his work means to me. A 
week and a-half (and various increasingly unreadable drafts) later, | find that Kim's appeal is 
near impossible to squeeze into words. How does опе ex iin that his (on the surface) naive 
approach to perspective and anatomy masks a marvelous sense of design and unequaled 
narrative intelligence? What is it about his work that seems, all at the same time, nostalgic, 
modern, and utterly timeless? There can be no doubt that among the underground cartoon- 
ists, he is the quintessential yarn spinner (only the Texans, Gilbert Shelton and Jack Jack- 
son, come close). Is it an innate sense of decency (or, оп the other hand, perversity) that 
allows him to depict the most peculiar sexual shenanigans (including the incestuous 
seduction of Al Ledicker by his Aunt in SHADOWLAND, and Molly's various naughtinesses in 
the current story) with such cool dispatch, where most of his fellow undergrounders would 
be slavering over their drawing boards? 


Hell, | can't figure it out. All | can say is, it’s great to see Kim back in his usual terrific form, 
and whether it's your first exposure to his work or you've been grooving on him for decades, 
І hope you enjoy it to pieces. We'll be seeing you next month with the middle portion of "The 
Strange Secret of Molly O'Dare." 

— KIM THOMPSON 


RESOURCES: Regrettably, the Shadowland/Ledicker/Molly O'Dare story "The Crafton Curse" is currently out of 
print, having appeared only in the FBI-published SHADOWLAND comic. (The prologue, "Young Ledicker," can still 
be purchased as part of WEIRDO £19, available from Last Gasp.) Check with your local underground comix dealer 
to see if he has a couple of copies squirrelled away. Most of Deitch's other major comics work (with the exception 
of the adaptation of EATING RAOUL he did in the "805) is available, however. HOLLYWOODLAND and A SHROUD 
FOR WALDO were both collected Бу Fantagraphics Books, and are both available from the publisher (although 
HOLLYWOODLAND is down the merest handful of copies in the warehouse). The "Waldo" sequence that debuted 
in RAW is all available in a series of six Fantagraphics publications: BOULEVARD OF BROKEN DREAMS (reprinting 
the RAW story of the same title); THE MISHKIN FILE (an original sequel); PICTOPIA #2 (including a color section of 
Waldo "stills"); and the three-issue mini-series WALDOWORLD. Fantagraphics has also published two more 
Deitch compilations, ALL-WALDO COMICS (featuring earlier escapapdes by the feline) and BEYOND THE PALE (a 
gargantuan compendium of the best of Deitch from 1969 to 1984). Call 800-657-1100 to get a copy of Fanta- 
graphics' nice new catalogue (or to make your order if you have a credit card), or write us at FANTAGRAPHICS 
BOOKS, 7563 Lake City Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115. Also recommended is THERE'S NO BUSINESS LIKE SHOW 
BUSINESS, a one-shot published by 3-D Zone which can still be purhased for a mere $3.00 postpaid from The 3-D 
Zone, 811 Hyperion Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90029, And there is a very fine COMICS JOURNAL interview with 
Kim (conducted by the estimable editor of BLAB!, Monte Beauchamp), in #123, available from those ruffians at 
Fantagraphics. 
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MAY/JUNE 1995! Sala's 
"Chuckling Whatsit" 
begins, the premiere of 
“Homunculus” by Mack 
White, new “Trashman” 
story by Spain, plus 
Andersson, Collier, Head, 
Mats!?, Mazzucchelli, 
Stack, and Wayno! 


JULY 1995! Soothing 
Valium cover! Enervating 
Sandlin back cover! Plus 
Andersson, Collier, Head, 
Newgarden, Sala, Stack, 

Stearn, Williamson, and 
Doofus creator Rick 
Altergott's insane 
“Douche Bag Dougan”! 
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1 Please send me: 1 
ف‎ ZERO ZERO #1 (Mar./April 1995) $3.95 + $1.00 = $4.95 ppd. 

1 لا‎ ZERO ZERO #2 (May/June 1995) $3.95 + $1.00 = $4.95 ppd. І 

| 2 ZERO ZERO #3 (July 1995) $3.95+ $1.00 = $4.95 ppd 1 

|| 3 ZERO ZERO #4 (August 1995) $3.95 + $1.00 = $4.95 ppd. І 

Д 2 ZERO ZERO #5 (Sept./Oct. 1995) $3.95 + $1.00 = $4.95 ppd. І 

I فا‎ ZERO ZERO 87 (Jan./Feb. 1996) $3.95 + $1.00 = $4.95 ppd. 1 
-3 ZERO ZERO 88 (Mar./April 1996) $3.95 + $1.00 = $4.95 ppd. 

1 1 SUBSCRIPTION to the next 5 issues $18.95 ($20.95 outside U.S.) І 

i Send to: - 

1 name І 

1 address Ї 

1 city state zip. 1 
Send to FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 7563 Lake City 

1 Way МЕ, Seattle, WA 98115. Visa/Mastercard orders 2 1 

1 call 1-800-657-1100. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery: H 
subscribers receive issues as they are released т. 
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MARCH/APRIL 1995! 
Premiere! Bukowski & 
Moriarity! Frank Stack's 
“Jesus” returns! Plus 
Andersson, Collier, Diana, 
Head, Holzman, Valium, 
Williams, the first "Fuzz & 
Pluck" by Stearn, and a 
wild Gary Panter cover! 





AUGUST 1995! Spectacu- 
lar two-color Al Columbia 
strip! The premiere of 
Kaz/Georgarakis's "Meat 
Box" series! Plus Jeff 
Johnson, Carol Tyler, 
Dave Collier, Richard Sala, 
Ted Stearn, and a back 
cover by Mark Beyer! 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
1996! Feature-length Bill 
Griffith cover story! 
Special gruesome Christ- 
mas Max Andersson tale! 
Plus new chapters of Sala 
and Deitch's serials, and a 
"Signs of the Apoca- 
lypse" back cover by 
Dave Collier! 





SEPTEMBER 1995! Superb 
Joe Coleman cover 
painting! Big new Max 
Andersson story featuring 
Car-Boy! Plus White's 
“Homunculus,” Ware, Collier, 
several Deitch one-pagers, 
and the conclusion of Kaz/ 
Georgarakis's "Meat Box"! 


e | whats 
coming 
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ZERO ZERO 





MARCH/APRIL 
19961 Extra-thick 
anniversary issue! Deitch's 
“Strange Secret” ends, 
Sala's "Whatsit" continues, 
plus Andersson, Beyer, 
Columbia, Diana, Johnson, 
Prewitt, Stearn, Valium, 
White, and a cover by 
Charles Burns! 


53.95 » $5.50 CANADA 


SIGNS OF THE IMPENDING APOCALYPSE! 


EAUTIFUL OLD BUILDING FACADES, 
RENDERED TRAGICALLY RIDICULOUS By 
THEIR CURRENT 'POST MODERN’ TENANTS. 


ENTS OF 
THE SINISTER 


‘CHURCH OF oy 
SCIENTOLOGY"! 
PROGRAMMED TO - "FIND 28 
YOUR RUIN" AND THUS 8 
INDOCTRINATE YOu 
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Tre LOOK AND FEELOFA 
POPULATION REVERTING BACK TO 
THE VALUES OF MEDIEVAL FEUDALISM. 








